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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Request for Continued Examination (RCE) file on 7/1 8/2005 has been 
entered. Claims 1-20 are pending. Claims 1-9, 13-20 are amended by applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Moss et al (US 5,485, 370), and further in view of Mallett (64564040) Service 
Control Manager, 

a. Referring to claim 1: 
i. Moss teaches: 

(1) creating a tool a runnable tool, wherein the runnable 
tool encapsulates a tool and includes a tool definition and a list of target nodes on 
which the tool executes, wherein the tool definition specifies roles associated with the 
tool via an authorization model, and wherein a user assigned with one or more of the 
roles can run the tool on the target nodes; extracting from the tool definition the roles 
associated with the tool [i.e., referring now to FIG. 14, a development computer 502 
is shown with a target computer 504, Target computer 504 may be, for example, 
the home services delivery system described above. The development computer 
and the target computer have respective user terminals 506, 508. For purposes of 
this discussion, it is assumed that the target computer has runtime files on a 
storage medium 510. The user terminal 508 may access and interface with the 
runtime files via a runtime driver 512. An essential purpose of the development 
computer 502 is to facilitate the generation, debugging, and testing of 
applications programs for the target computer (column 26, lines 53-64). In 
addition, utilities 540 in the development computer 502 allow the programmer to 
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more easily develop the applications program. For example, the reports utility 
542 allows generation of reports relating to the applications program, such as 
basic printouts of source code or other relevant information (that is for "obtaining 
a list of target nodes and a tool definition; and the tool's roles") (column 27, lines 
51-55)]; 

(2) checking if any of the roles associated with the tool 
are enabled; checking if the user has authorization on the target nodes; and checking if 
the user is assigned with at least one of the enabled roles on all of the target nodes, 
wherein the user is authorized to run a requested tool if the user is assigned with one or 
more of the enable roles associated with the requested tool on all of the target nodes 
[i.e., system administration utilities 546 in utilities 540 are provided. These 
administration utilities include adding and deleting authorized users and 
controlling access to the development computer through use of passwords 
(column 27, lines 61-65)]. 

ii. Although Moss does not explicitly disclose information with a 
list of target nodes, tool definition, etc., Moss does implicitly mention: 

(1) The network host is capable of deleting either serial 
number from lists of validated serial numbers, so as to prevent users who become 
unauthorized (e.g. by failure to keep accounts current, etc.) from using the system 
(column 9, lines 49-53). Furthermore, referring to Figure 14, utilities 540 in the 
development computer 502 allow the programmer to more easily develop the 
applications program. For example, the reports utility 542 allows generation of reports 
relating to the applications program, such as basic printouts of source code or other 
relevant information, wherein the list of nodes or sytems' ID or any relevant information 
about the systems/nodes can be retrieved/reported (column 27, lines 51-55). 

iii. In addition, Mallett teaches: 

(1 ) In SCM, a role is set of tools for which you can grant a 
person execution access against a set of hosts. What is nice about this tool is that you 
can define the roles by assigning tools to them, make select persons members of any 
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"role," and authorize a person to perform a role against a host, or group of hosts 
(Mallett's first paragraph of Text section). 

iv. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to: 

(1) clearly mention the information related to the 
computer nodes for conducting communications between a home computer system and 
a generally conventional computer network in an extremely simple manner, such that no 
knowledge of computer operations is necessary for the user of a home computer 
system to obtain information or perform financial and other transactions through the 
computer network (column 1, lines 42-50 of Moss). 

v. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to: 
(1) clearly mention the information related to the 

computer nodes by providing user-friendly systems and methods for communicating 
with a plurality of informational and financial and other service computer systems 
through a microcomputer-based terminal, such as "home" terminal, so that a typical 
consumer having little expertise in computer operations can easily use the facilities of 
the service computer systems (column 3, lines 59-65 of Moss). 

b. Referring to claims 2-8. 13-20: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of claim 
1 , thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claim 1 above. 

c. Referrinp to claim 9: 
i. Moss teaches: 

(1) target nodes that are managed servers; tools that 
specify commands or options on the target nodes, each tool including a tool definition, 
wherein the tool definition specifies roles associated with a tool via an authorization 
model; roles associated with a tool, wherein a user assigned with one or more of the 
roles can run the tool on the target nodes; and a security manager that checks whether 
any of the roles associated with the tool is enabled, and whether the user is assigned 
with one of the enabled roles on all of the target nodes, wherein the user is authorized 
to run a requested tool if the user is assigned with one or more of the enable roles 
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associated with the requested tool on all of the target nodes [i.e., in the arrangement 
of Figure 15, it is possible for a team of programmers working at various work 
stations or even a PC, to contribute their effort to the development of a single 
applications program, or to a corresponding number of different applications 
programs, using the tools illustrated in detail in Figure 14 (column 29, lines 14- 
19)]. 

ii. Although Moss does not explicitly disclose information with a 
list of target nodes, tool definition, etc., Moss does implicitly mention: 

(1) The network host is capable of deleting either serial 
number from lists of validated serial numbers, so as to prevent users who become 
unauthorized (e.g. by failure to keep accounts current, etc.) from using the system 
(column 9, lines 49-53). Furthermore, referring to Figure 14, utilities 540 in the 
development computer 502 allow the programmer to more easily develop the 
applications program. For example, the reports utility 542 allows generation of reports 
relating to the applications program, such as basic printouts of source code or other 
relevant information, wherein the list of nodes or sytems' ID or any relevant information 
about the systems/nodes can be retrieved/reported (column 27, lines 51-55). 

iii. In addition, Mallett teaches: 

(1 ) In SCM, a role is set of tools for which you can grant a 
person execution access against a set of hosts. What is nice about this tool is that you 
can define the roles by assigning tools to them, make select persons members of any 
"role," and authorize a person to perform a role against a host, or group of hosts 
(Mallett's first paragraph of Text section). 

iv. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to: 

(1) clearly mention the information related to the 
computer nodes for conducting communications between a home computer system and 
a generally conventional computer network in an extremely simple manner, such that no 
knowledge of computer operations is necessary for the user of a home computer 
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system to obtain information or perform financial and other transactions through the 
computer network (column 1, lines 42-50 of Moss). 

v. The ordinary skilled person would have been motivated to: 
(1) clearly mention the information related to the 
computer nodes by providing user-friendly systems and methods for communicating 
with a plurality of informational and financial and other service computer systems 
through a microcomputer-based terminal, such as "home" terminal, so that a typical 
consumer having little expertise in computer operations can easily use the facilities of 
the service computer systems (column 3, lines 59-65 of Moss), 
d. Referring to claims 10-12: 

i. These claims have limitations that is similar to those of 
claims 1 and 9, thus they are rejected with the same rationale applied against claims 1 
and 9 above. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thanhnga (Tanya) Truong whose telephone number 
is 571-272-3858. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on 571-272-3859. The fax and phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2100. 
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